To  tae  Chairman 
Chatteris  Urban 


and  Lembers  of 
District  Council. 


i,  Ivlarket  Hill, 

CHhTTILhIU,  Cambs. 

1st  January,  1946, 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I nerewith  submit  my  report  as  i.edical  ufficer 
of  Health  for  the  year  i945^- 


^.rea  of  Parish 

llstiraated  resiuents  mid  1 945=  » » , . . . 
Rateable  Ji^luc.  , 

Produce  of  1 d.  rate . . . . . , , 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses ......... 


19719  acres 
4997 

4 ~7-^  -7 

oU  * O j , ; / 


£65 

1480 


The  main  industry  of  the  area  is  agricultural 
with  one  light  engineering  works  employing  approx.,  80  to  100 
people  c 


VITPL  ST.IHSTICS. 

Birtns  Live 
Legitimate 
Illegi oimate 

Still  births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Deaths 

Deaths  (infants 
under  1 year) 


Total  Hales 

80  4o 

81  44 

5 2 

3 2 

3 2 

70  28 

5 3 


Females 


40 

37 

3 

1 

1 

42 

2 


17  = 2 

per  1000 

Still  birth 
rate  34.88 
per  1 000  b ir  t hs 


Death  rate 
13^99  per 
1000 

Rate  per 
1 000 

leg! timate 
births  61.73 


The  chief  causes  of  death  were:- 


Heart  & Vascular..  . 22 

Cancer  11 

Tuberculosis  Pulmonary . ....  1 

''  Otner  forms,.,.  1 

Lieas,..es  1 

jT  nc;'»,..ii0nr  a . 4 

Bronchitis.  <>  . . 3 

There  were  no  deaths  from,  infectious  disease  or  of 
children  under  2 years  from  aiarrhoea. 


Throughout  the  period  under  review  there  were  practically 
no  opfiociTiiG  x'onms  of  disease.  All  cases  were  essentially 
sporadic.  Such  a condition  points  to  a very  definite  general 
efficiency  of  the  sanitary  provisions  of  the  town. 

Death  rates  compare  v-crj,'  favourably  with  the  general 
death  rate  for  England  ana  V/ales,  There  is  good  evidence  that 
the  population  is  in  extremely  good  health  and  consequently 
maximum,  contribution  is  being  made  tov/ards  the  increase  of 
agricultural  productivity. 
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Gilhm^iL  PR0VI8I0K  OP  Ha.\LTh  b:L.KVIGES  FOR  THE  . 

1..  Staff.-  Public  Health  Officers  o 

do  One  part  time  hedical  Offictr. 

One  whole  time  Sanitary  InSj-^ctor . 

b.  ^ District  Hursc  is  providtu  by  the  Local  District 
Pursing  association. 

c.  District  Midwife  of  the  County  Council  service  and 
school  and  Maternal  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  are 
provided  for  the  District. 

2.  L5GIbL..TI0H  ..H^UPPLD. 

a.  Public  Health  (iimendment ) Act  1 89O  Parts  III  and  IV, 

b.  Public  Health  (ii.mcndment ) iiCt  i907- 

0 Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act  1890 
dc  Privai-e  Street  ./orhs  Act,  1892. 

37'ela.ws  are  in  force  as  to  slaughter  houses,  public  pleasure 
grounds,  common  lodging  houses  o.nd  new  streets  and  buildings. 

3.  PaLholOi,,ical  investigations  e.re  carried  out  under  an 
arrangement  with  King  Edward  VIII  Memorial  Institute,  Lewisham. 

Diphtheria  antitoxin  is  provided  for  cases  requiring  it. 
Immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  carried  out  by  the  County 
Health  service.  Infectious  disease  patients  requiring  hospital 
treatment  have  been  dealt  with  at  Cambridge  Infectious  Hospital, 
i.rrangments  with  Ely  Isolution  Hospital  have  existed  but  have 
not  been  utilised, 

for  non ' inf ec tious  Ct.ses  requiring  hospital  treatment  in 
addition  to  ^.duanbr oohe  ' s Hospital  and  Peterbo-ro-ugh  llemorlal 
Hospital,  the  County  Hosj^ital  at  Doddington  is  nov/  available, 

^.n  ambulance  is  maintained  in  connection  with  the  Hospital 
Sunda?’-  fund  and  Contribution  scheme  for  the  transport  of  Cuses, 
the  Ped  Cross  have  made  a restrvt  ambulance  available  for  the 
District  at  large  in  case  of  special  emergency. 

S.u.TT.PiY  CIRCUi-XIALCE'S  OF  THE  ..RE... 

V/ater . ^ constant  supply  of  Wc.ter  is  t^rovided  bj^  the  U.D.C,  to 
be  delivered  at  Primrose  Hill  at  50  feet  head  under  a contract 
with  the  Wisbech  Water  Companj/^.  The  o.nalysis  shows  a high 
degree  of  purity  ..rd  generally  adequate  supply.  One  low  level 
and  one  high  level  reservoir  exist  c.nd  have  a storage  capacity 
of  '!45, 000  gallons.  The  equipment  is  c^.pable  of  hahdling 
350, 000  gallons  per  day. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  direct  1172 

" ''  ''  " " by  stand  pipe 

TR.,.IIL-.&E  ^-IHD  SE;vER.,GE.  This  is  on  u gr^vi tatlomL  system  and 
thanks  to  the  situation  of  tne  tov/n  secures  a high  degree  of 
uniform  natural  efficiency  in  its  working.  An  outlying  area  of 
the  tewTi  is  served  by  a septic  tank  installation,  Thie  also 
operates  efficiently. 

The  new  housing  programme  Involves  an 
additional  300  houses  and  these  are  mainly  situated  in  the 
southern  portion  of  the  towTi,  Sewers  in  that  area  will  not  be 

adequate  to  cope  v/ith  this  additional  load  and  a new  scheme  will 

be  required  do  deal  with  this  problem.  It  will  be  eventually 
necessary  to  carry  out  capital  improvement  of  the  water  supply 
on  these  grounds  also.  When  this  is  effected,  it  should  be 

possiDie  to  tahe  the  v/ater  to  the  Pen  areas  at  present  without 

- P-1--C  S-Pply;  provided  that  './isbech  V/ater  Company  Cc^rry  out 
- -t-  v.abHei  capiral . schemes  to  increase  the  pressure  and 
yuarr'nty  ar  prec^nv  available  at  the  point  of  take  over  - their 
;;na  of  the  putAin^j  m^,in  from  .uarham. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 
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^rrVjlRG  STRS.J,.So  There  ure  no  nc^turol  rivers  or  streams,, 
'>.I''hin  the  Urbc.n  ^^reu*  The  town  is  situated  on  a layer  of 
.hini:neriage  clay  thrown  up  ana  forming  high  land  above  the  fen. 

Tiu-:  '■’ainfall  in  tne  c^rea  has  always  gravitatea  on  tne  east  and 
v;v.8t  siucB  into  the  lowlying  fens.  This  outflow  WuS  intercepted 
hy  the  ^.rtifici^.l  cuts  and  '''rivers"  mciue  some  300  years  ago 
when  the  fens  were  reclaimed. 

C-.0fil;T  ^Cdu:.a..0u..TI0h. 

T’nis  i.s  almost  entirely  on  the  w..ter  Carriage  system. 

FU3.L.IG  CLSl^hSIHG.  House  refuse  is  cleared  by  the  Council's 
scavenging  carts  on  the  bc..sis  of  c,  weehly  intervcH  with  special 
a?:-rangements  for  shops  and  business  premises, 

.-ill  the  premises  of  the  food  retailers  were  Inspected 
and  the  conditions  thereof  found  s^, tisf tory.  hhere  minor 
defects  were  found  the  necess,..ry  steps  to  remedy  the  defects 
were  t^,ken  quiefcly,, 

SCHOOLS . These  are  all  suppliea  with  a piped  w.,ter  supply  and 
the  general  Sc.nit^ry  conditions  founa  to  be  well  kept  and  quite 
s..tisf  c;C  tory. 

KUTRITICL' . Bro..dly  spjeaking  the  limitations  of  quantity  and 
1 i t,i7  of  available  rationed  fooas  have  hau  an  adverse  effect 
c:*'.  the  nutrition  of  people  at  large  lec^st  so  in  those  entitled 
to  speci..!  ro.tions  and  has  diminished  powers  of  endurance  and 
power  of  recovery  from  illness  and  resisting  disease.  Lach 
year  necessitates  the  closer  study  of  the  comparative  values 
of  Vo.rious  articles  of  available  food  if  the  health  of  the 
comtrranity  is  to  be  maintained  at  its  best. 

?hLll,LLuCL  .HD  CQHTROL  OVER  ILTLCTIQUS  iiLD  QTHLn  LISEliSES . 

The  ye^^r  waS  marked  by  freedom  from  epidemic  disew^see 
ez-ept  for  c.n  attack  of  keasles  which  was  soon  brought  under 
coni.rolc  Sporadic  CaSes  occurea  as  follows 


Scarlet  fever. ....  ....  .... . 1 

Pneumonia. 5 

Srys iplas ..................  1 

i..easles  80 

whooping  cough 1 


ECUS I17G . Freparc^tory  work  haS  comraenceo  to  develope  the 
London  Poad  - V/est  Street  Housing  Site  for  114  houses, 
acquisition  of  the  land  is  practically  complete.  In  addition, 
ten  temporary  bungalows  are  to  be  erec ced  at  the  east  end  of 
3t.  Llaruin's  Eoaa.  Design  of  the  site  l<..yout  c.nd  drainage 
work  is  v/ell  advanced. 


(Signed)  P.  L.  Nix. 


kedico.!  Officer  of  Health. 
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